
                              The Complete Compliance Conduit
‘Trucking – So Much Depends on Us ‘

CROSS-CHECK OF DRIVER’S ELIGIBILITY – States must now verify a driver’s eligibility through checks on both the National Driver Register and the Commercial Driver’s License Information System (CDLIS) before issuing or renewing a commercial driver’s license.  Although this cross-check is performed electronically, any irregularity or inconsistency between the two databases could delay issuance of a CDL – another good reason for your drivers to allow extra time to renew their licenses.

PETROLEUM HAULERS AND OTHER INDUSTRY PERSONNEL WORKING AROUND FUEL-HAULING VEHICLES…have been asked to be particularly vigilant and to report any suspicious activities observed around these types of trucks and facilities – even if seemingly minor.  The alert came from the Highway Watch® Information Sharing and Analysis Center (ISAC) after the Center processed a number of reports from Highway Watch® - trained drivers who observed several such incidents.  Among reported observations were suspicious vehicles intentionally maneuvering erratically around commercial fuel trucks; individuals engaging in surveillance activity including photographing operational activities; and apparent casing of fuel tank farms.  An FBI investigation into these incidents is ongoing, but the ISAC says that neither agency has been able to determine any geographical patterns to the reports.

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBER ON HAZ-MAT SHIPPING DOCUMENTS – The emergency contact telephone number that has been required on hazardous materials shipping papers for several years must now allow for immediate and direct contact to a designated person in the company who 1) has in-depth knowledge of the material being transported; and 2) can provide comprehensive emergency response and incident mitigation information in case of accident, theft or other incidents.  U.S. DOT says that a number that requires a call-back, such as a pager or voice mail, does not meet the new requirement.

COUPLE ORDERED TO PAY $45,000 FOR HOS VIOLATIONS – A couple who owned a Nebraska trucking company has been fined and ordered to pay restitution for an hours-of-service violations conspiracy.  On Dec. 27, 2005, Rose and Robert Vyhnalek, former co-owners of R. J. Vyhnalek Trucking in Wilber, were fined $12,500 each and ordered to jointly pay $20,000 in restitution by a U.S. District Court judge in Omaha.  The fines stem from their conspiracy to violate FMCSA regs, and the restitution is for falsifying driver log books, according to a Department of Transportation Office of Inspector General press release.  Rose Vyhnalek pleaded guilty in October 2005 to the felony conspiracy charge, admitting she directed drivers to violate the HOS rule.  Richard Crawford, a driver and mechanic for the company, was also fined $5,000 for falsifying driver logbooks subsequent to his October 2005 guilty plea.

