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The following is a list of proposed legislation that has been introduced in Santa Fe; these are the bills we are actually tracking.  The total amount of pieces of legislation introduced, including Senate and House resolutions, memorials etc. is 1832.  This is an all time record for a 30 day session.  Everyone should realize that each piece of legislation introduced has to be scrutinized just in case there should be something in the content that would affect our industry.  My thanks go out to Mr. Ken Schultz for his stellar work on our behalf – he certainly works hard keeping us informed of the goings-on in Santa Fe.

SB 255 (Mary Jane Garcia-D) This bill attempted to exempt Mexican trucks from all requirements of the weight distance tax, while operating within a ten mile limit of the Mexican border.  An amendment has been introduced to exempt ALL trucks operating within 10 miles of the border from weight distance tax liability.  This would now include US based vehicles.

SB 333 (John Arthur Smith-D)  This bill increases penalties for trucks that are operating over the registered weight.  It would also increase the fine for a company for failing to register for weight distance tax. 

SB 446 (Carroll Leavell-R) Creates a new department from the NM Motor Transportation Division.

SB 449 (Phil Griego-D) Replaces Single State Registration (SSRS) program with the new federal required Unified Carrier Number.

Senate JR 9 (Cynthia Nava D) Land exchange in the Santa Theresa area to facility construction of port of entry to incorporate federal and state agencies.

HB 4 (Dan Silva-D) Transportation Appropriations Act – allows the funding of the NM Department of Transportation and highway project money.

HB 270 (Richard Vigil-D)  To create a new state department for the Motor Transportation Division.

HB 317 (Dan Silva-D)  This is the same bill as SB 333 –amended to include language that is required by the Feds. i.e. Anti-masking of CDL offenses.

HB 419 (Dan Silva-D) House version of SB 449 to replace the SSRS program with he UCN.0

HB 422 (Dan Silva-D) Would require front and rear license plates on all vehicles.

HB 198 (Rhonda King-D) Would take the excess funding created by the Weight Distance Tax ID permit fee and allow the money to be transferred to audit and NM Motor Transportation Div. to be used to enforce the registration and payment of weight distance tax.

HB 602 (Dan Silva-D) Raises tax on gasoline only by 2 cents for highways and school buses.

Besides all of these bills that directly pertain to transportation issues, obviously we are involved in other bill passage that include those that are trying to mandate bio-diesel additives, ethanol additives, minimum wage issues, compensating tax issues, water disposal  issues in the oilfield etc. etc.  We work with many other organizations to accomplish the best possible business climate for our members; it is not always as simple as it looks on the surface and is not always a black or white issue.  Someone once said that ‘Politics is the art of compromise’, how true that is.  I can assure you all, however, that we try to do the best we can for our membership and industry.  We welcome comments and input from all the diverse elements of our industry and I can assure you that we will work long and hard to ensure that your company and industry is strongly represented and ensure you receive the respect you deserve.

Highway Watch© Numbers Continue to Climb.  We are approaching the 1,000 number when it comes to persons being trained in this program our goal is 3,000 by the end of the year.  I encourage all companies in New Mexico to get on board and ensure that we have a vigilant and well trained force at the disposal of our citizens.  The best part of this program is that it is FREE.  There is absolutely no cost involved to any individual or company, other than the investment of one hour of your time.  Call today for information.

Hazmat Background Checks Hurt Trucking.  The five-month-old hazardous materials truck driver background check implemented by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) as part of the USA Patriot Act is hurting the trucking industry by imposing higher operating costs and deterring drivers from obtaining “hazmat” endorsements.  Steve Russell, chairman and chief executive officer of Indianapolis truckload carrier Celadon Group Inc. testified before a subcommittee of the U.S. House Committee on Homeland Security.  “The costs to drivers and carriers are unacceptably high and serve as a disincentive to obtaining a hazmat endorsement,” said Mr. Russell.  He said the program is implemented in a non-uniform manner across the states, has an insufficient number of fingerprinting locations and limited hours of operation.  The ultimate impact may be the industry’s inability to haul hazardous materials, he said.

Federal Per Diem Rules Change for 2006.  The Internal Revenue Service has announced some changes to the Federal income-tax rules governing how much can be deducted for a truck driver’s over-the-road expenses.  For calendar 2006, the flat rate per day that may be deducted for a driver’s meals and incidental expenses in the continental United States rises to $52.00 from the $41.00 allowed in 2005.  For those who keep an itemized record of meal expenses, 75 percent of such expenses may be deducted for 2006 and 2007, up from 70 percent for 2004 and 2005.  This rule applies only to workers covered by the DOT’s hours of service rules.  For more information, see Internal Revenue Bulletin 2005-42 at www.irs.gov/irb.

FMCSA Revises Diabetes Exemption Program.  The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has revised the terms and conditions of its diabetes exemption program, making it easier for drivers with insulin treated diabetes mellitus prohibitions in the FMCSA regulations.  This action is in response to section 4129 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A legacy for Users (SAFETEA_LU) which requires FMCSA within 90 days of enactment to modify its exemption program to allow individuals who use insulin to treat diabetes mellitus to operate CMVs in interstate commerce, without having to demonstrate safe driving experience operating a CMV while using insulin, while at the same time implementing certain other requirements contained in section 4129.  These changes will remain in effect until FMCSA completes a rulemaking to revise the FMCSRs to allow drivers with insulin-treated diabetes mellitus to operate CMVs in interstate commerce in accordance with the applicable statutory standards.

