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FMCSA Denies Split Rest for Teams.  The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has rejected a request submitted by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) to “reconsider reinstating the sleeper-berth exception for sleeper-berth drivers”.  IBT stated that five- hours- driving- five- hours- resting practice minimized fatigue and that the new rules would force drivers to operate while fatigued.  FMCSA denied the request based on their research that seven to eight hours of consecutive sleep is needed every day in order to maintain proper mental and physical functioning.

Another Hours of Service Petition Denied.  The FMCSA denied a petition submitted by the Owner Operators and Independent Drivers Association (OOIDA) to retain the split sleeper provision from the 2003 rule for team drivers.  FMCSA denied OOIDA’s request by claiming that the current regulations “ensure that drivers can obtain seven to eight hours of uninterrupted sleep during one sleeper-berth period”.  Following the denial of the petition to keep the 2003 hours-of-service rules for team drivers, OOIDA plans to take the new regulations to court.  Specifically, OOIDA is asking the court to overturn the rules for team drivers.  The Association is also asking for both periods of the split sleeper-berth provision to be off the 14- hour on-duty clock.

Reminder to Post OSHA Injury/Illness Summaries as of February 1.  Beginning February 1, you must post a summary of the total number of job-related injuries and illnesses that occurred last year.  You’re only required to post the summary (OSHA Form 300A)-not the Log (OSHA 300 Log) – from February 1 to April 30, 2006.  If you didn’t have any recordable injuries or illnesses, you must post the form with zeroes on the Total line.  Display the form in a common area or where employee notices are usually posted.  Copies of the OSHA Forms 300, 300A and 301 are available on OSHA’s web site: www.osha.gov (look under ‘recordkeeping).

National Truck Driving Championships Headed for New Orleans:  The American Trucking Associations (ATA) has confirmed that the 2006 National Truck Driving Championships will go on as scheduled August 15-19 in New Orleans’ Ernest N. Morial Convention Center.  Winners from all 50 state championships will compete in the four day competition that test driving skills and industry and safety knowledge.  The New Mexico Truck Driving Championships is set for May 20 at the ConWay Western terminal on 9-mile hill in Albuquerque and the awards ceremony will be at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Downtown Albuquerque that evening.  All member companies should contact the Association offices to register their interest in receiving registration packages.

Shorter Braking Distance Proposed Rule Released.  The proposed rule to reduce the stopping distances of tractor-trailers by 20 to 30 percent was published in the December 15 Federal Register.  The proposed rule states the developments in air disc brakes, enhanced larger capacity drum brakes, electronic-controlled braking systems and advanced anti-lock braking systems will allow trucks to meet the more stringent stopping distances.  Comments are due by April 16, 2006.
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