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CONCERNED WITH FUEL EXPENSE? OEM testing has shown that, for a typically-loaded, aerodynamic rig, riding on fuel-efficient radials, about 213 hp is needed to maintain a steady 65 mph on a level road.  The same vehicle requires about 297 hp to maintain 75 mph.  That’s because air resistance increases, not in a linear fashion, but exponentially, with respect to an increase in vehicle speed.  Assuming the truck’s engine has modest brake-specific fuel consumption (BSFC) of .32 lb/bhp-hr, its fuel economy would be about 6.7 mpg at 65 mph, and about 5.5 mpg at 75.  That’s approximately a 20% difference, or about a 2% fuel-economy drop for each 1 mph over 65.

CONGRESS PROTECTS THE RAILS – WHY NOT TRUCKS? – Arkansas will no longer collect state sales and use tax on parts and labor used in the repair and maintenance of railroad cars, railroad parts, and equipment.  This new exemption was announced after a recent U.S. District Court ruled that since Arkansas exempts from sales tax the parts and labor used to maintain commercial aircraft and barges, it discriminates against railroads.  The court cited a federal law in making its ruling, the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act, in which Congress voted that no state could impose a tax that discriminates against a rail carrier.  An obvious question emerges – if Congress thinks that railroads should be protected from discrimination, why not the trucking industry?  After all, trucks deliver the overwhelming majority of the nation’s freight.  However, no such anti-discrimination language exists in federal law for the trucking industry (yet).  

Editor’s Note:  Repair parts on interstate trucks in New Mexico do not enjoy the same tax exemption given to railroads.

HM-223A – FINAL RULE – As of 10/01/05, the final rule defines a “person who offers or offeror” to mean any person who performs or is responsible for performing any pre-transportation function required by the HMR or who renders or makes the hazardous material available to a carrier for transportation in commerce.  Most importantly, the rule clarifies that a carrier is not an offeror when it performs a function as a condition of accepting a hazardous material for transportation in commerce (e.g., transfers information from one shipping paper to another without changing the information) or when it transfers a hazardous material to another carrier for continued transportation without performing a pre-transportation function.  The rule also clarifies that each offeror or carrier may rely on information provided by a previous offeror or carrier unless the offeror or carrier knows or, a reasonable person acting in the circumstances and exercising reasonable care, would have knowledge that the information provided is incorrect.  The rule explains that there may be more than one offeror of a hazardous material and that each offeror is responsible only for the specific pre-transportation functions that it performs or is required to perform.  Finally, the rule addresses a miscellaneous issue that appears to be unrelated to the definition of an offeror.  The preamble to the rule makes clear that a data entry clerk that prepares a bill of lading is a hazmat employee who must be trained and tested in accordance with the requirements of 172.704 even if the shipment and accompanying documents are subsequently reviewed by a trained individual.

